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SUB J : U.S. NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY EXPORT RESTRICTIONS AND EUROPE 

MILAN ALSO FOR AMCONSUL TURIN 

1 . DURING LUNCHEON CONVERSATION MARCH 22 IN TURIN WITH EMBOFF, 
DR. GIULIO CESONI (PRESIDENT, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE, 
EUROPEAN ATOMIC ENERGY COMMUNITY) TOOK STRONG EXCEPTION TO 
POSSIBLE U.S. MOVES TO RESTRICT EXPORTS OF NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY. 
CESONI ARGUED THAT WUROPEAN ECONOMIC SURVIVAL DEPENDED ON 
ACCESS TO ENERGY; PAYMENTS TO OIL-PRODUCING NATIONS WERE 
BLEEDING EUROPE DRY AND PREVENTING INVESTMENT AND A RETURN 
TO ECONOMIC HEALTH. FOR EUROPE, NUCLEAR ENERGY WAS THE ONLY 
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ALTERNATIVE; A U.S. POLICY DECISION TO PROHIBIT THE EXPORT 
OF NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY WOULD CUT EUROPE OFF FROM ITS MAIOR 
SOURCE OF ADVANCED NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY AND CONDEMN IT TO 
ECONOMIC STAGNATION. CESONI SAW TWO OTHER MAJOR CONSIDERATIONS 
(A) NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENT: CESONI ARGUED THAT REPROSSING 
TECHNOLOGY WAS AN INDISPENSABLE LINK IN THE NUCLEAR ENERGY 
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CYCLE WHICH ENVISIONED LIGHT- WATER, ENRICHED URANIUM REACTORS 
PRODUCING NOT ONLY ENERGY BUT FUEL FOR THE PLUTONIUM-FUELED, 
FAST BREEDER REACTOR. THIS PROGRAM WOULD SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCE 
EUROPEAN DEPENDENCE ON IMPORTED URANIUM, WHILE INCREASING 
EUROPEAN ENERGY INDEPENDENCE AND LOWERING ENERGY COSTS. 

(B) CONTROLS: IN CESONI'S OPINION, U.S. PROPOSED CONTROLS WERE 
UNREALISTIC UNDER PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES; THEY SHOULD HAVE BEEN 
APPLIED LONG AGO TO BE EFFECTIVE. CESONI MAINTAINED THAT BOTH 
EUROPE AND THE THIRD WORLD, WHERE THE CONSEQUENCES OF NUCLEAR 
PROLIFERATION WERE MOST DANGEROUS, WOULD SOONER OR LATER 
DEVELOP THE TECHNOLOGY. CESONI DID EXPRESS CONCERN THAT 
COMMERCIAL RIVALRIES WOULD ACCELERATE SPREAD ON NUCLEAR 
TECHNOLOGY (BUT NOT TOO MUCH CONCERN: HE SUPPORTED THE FRENCH 
AND GERMAN DEALS WITH PAKISTAN AND BRAZIL). 

2. EMBOFF EMPHASIZED THAT U.S. RELUCTANCE TO SEE CONTINUED 
EXPORTATION OF NUCLEAR REPROCESSING TECHNOLOGY WAS BASED ON 
SECURITY CONCERNS AND DANGERS WE SAW IN EXPORTING TECHNOLOGIES 
WHICH WOULD INCREASE AMOUNT OF WEAPONS MATERIAL IN CIRCULATION. 
CONTROLS WOULD NEVER BE PREFECT, BUT EMBOFF EMPHASIZED USG 
DETERMINATION TO SEEK INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN DEVELOPING 
WAYS TO REDUCE THE DANGERS THE U.S. SEES. USG OPPOSITION TO 
PAKISTAN AND BRAZIL DEALS WAS BASED NOT ON SALE OF NUCLEAR 
REACTORS BUT ON TRANSFER OF REPORCESSING AND ENRICHMENT 
TECHNOLOGY. ON EUROPEAN ENERGY PROBLEMS AND TRANSFER OF 
TECHNOLOGY TO EUROPE, EMBOFF NOTED (A) THAT FIRST STEP IN 
ADDRESSING EUROPEAN ENERGY PROBLEMS SHOULD LOGICALLY BE 
FORMULATION OF COMMON EC ENERGY POLICY AND (B) THAT US- 
EUROPEAN COOPERATION WOULD BE NECESSARY TO ADDRESS ENERGY 
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SUPPLY CONSIDERATIONS IF FAST BREEDER REACTOR DEVELOPMENT 
SEPARATED FROM CONVENTIONAL REACTOR PROGRAMS. FINALLY, 

EMBOFF NOTED THAT U.S. POPULAR, CONGRESSIONAL AND GOVERNMENTAL 
OPINION SEEMED UNITED ON THE DANGERS OF NUCLEAR 
PROLIFERATION AND USG ACQUIESCENCE IN EXPORTS OF NUCLEAR 
REPROCESSING TECHNOLOGY APPEARED EXTREMELY UNLIKELY. 

5. COMMENT: WE MAY EXPECT TO HEAR A LOT MORE OF CESONI'S 
ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF U.S. ASSISTANCE TO EUROPEAN NUCLEAR 
DEVELOPMENT. HIS VIEWS WOULD CERTAINLY FIND A GREAT DEAL OF 
SUPPORT IN ITALY, WHICH LOOKS (PERHAPS MORE THAN OTHER 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES) TO THE U.S. AS A SOURCE OF TECHNOLOGY 
AND ASSISTANCE IN THE REALIZATION OF ITS ALTERNATIVE ENERGY 
PROGRAM. THE ITALIAN NUCLEAR ENERGY PROGRAM, SUPPORTED BY 
ALL LARGE ITALIAN POLITICAL PARTIES, IS BASED ON TWO FUNDA- 
MENTALS: THE VIABILITY OF THE FAST BREEDER REACTOR AS A 
FOLLOW ON TO THE LIGHT- WATER, ENRICHED URANIUM REACTOR AND 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN INDEPENDENT ITALIAN NUCLEAR EXPORT 
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